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inspired the kind of men necessary for the austere busi-
ness of discovery. It is a rough and splendid altruism,
after all, and Frobisher, we find, on reaching Frisland
once more, and calling it West England, went ashore
and "took possession thereof to the use of our Sovereign
Lady, the Queen's Majesty.57 So came good Queen Bess
to be the owner and ruler of Greenland, a region of
which she had but scanty information, but which must
have appeared to her a true Hesperides where were
neither Hapsburgs nor Bourbons nor Guises to torment
her with their conspiracies against the peace and pros-
perity of her realm.
It was the first time Frobisher, in all of his voyages,
had found an available landing-place on the Greenland
coast. He and his gentlemen went ashore, having an-
chored in a most ugoodly harborough for the ships."
They found the natives, in dress and habits, very like
those of Labrador, and discovering in the tents pieces of
boards and nails, besides "little boats of the country"
in the harbour, were convinced that they had communi-
cation with some civilized regions* But it is more prob-
able that the Eskimos had done a little salvaging of the
wreckage which the currents and tides had washed up
on their coast.
Looking at the map which George Best afterward
drew to illustrate Frobisher's voyages, we behold, not
the state of cosmographic science of that day, not even
the image of the earth's surface in the mind of Fro-
bisher himself, but the nai've conception of an earnest,
efficient, devout lieutenant. We see here that, having
heard of Greenland or Engroeneland from poring over
the Zeno chart and unable to identify his own Frisland
with that far northern country, he sets down West
England or West Frisland as an Island squarely in
mid-Atlantic between England and Frobisher's Straits,
which separate "Groeneland" from "the supposed Firm-